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problems confronting him, solution that outrage the
essential conditions of human existence for the sake of
some impossible chimera.
Under his dictatorship, the Russian people are much
worse off than they were before the war. They are ob-
sessed by fears of food shortage, by the extreme difficulty
of procuring for themselves the irreducible minimum
requisite for bare subsistence. The beauty of Soviet rule
may be gauged by the fact that it takes several days to
obtain a railway ticket, and a whole afternoon to purchase
a little sugar, that is, when there's any to purchase.
Universal collectivism has killed all individual initia-
tive. The enthusiasm of a few cohorts of picked men
specially trained and fed who are produced in order
to impress distinguished visitors and the gentlemen of the
foreign press, is not enough to make up for the apathy
of an entire people plodding away without cessation and
without hope at their allotted piece of prison-work.
It is calculated that in eleven years Stalin has driven
five million peasants from their homes and sent as exiles
to the islands of the White Sea, the Arctic Ocean, or the
depths of Siberia between eight and ten mi]lions of men
of every class of society, soldiers, working men, civil
servants, business men and intellectuals.
Having united in his own hands the various depart-
ments of state, exercising without control the power of
life and death over the whole of Russia, Stalin comes
before us like an Oriental despot, combined, as one of
his adversaries has put it, with all the absurdities of
Bouvard and Pecuchet.
But in his dictatorship, as in Lenin's, it is a long time